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Biblionet National Program – the world in my library
Biblionet National Program – the world in my library – is one of the most important investments made in a major intervention meant to facilitate public access to the Internet and build a sustainable system of modern public libraries in Romania. Biblionet has a total value of 26.9 million dollars, is funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) and will be implemented by the International Research & Exchanges Board (IREX) over a five year period.
Biblionet program’s objective is to facilitate population access to the means of information technology, derived from the fact that over 50% of the population, especially in rural areas, has no Internet access. Thus, for many citizens the economic and social benefits of Internet access are not available, such as e-government services, finding employment, health information, online banking and business administration or communication with relatives abroad. Through the program, over 2,000 public libraries in Romania will receive computers for public access to the Internet through a competitive selection process and more than 3,500 librarians will participate in training courses to help them use the full potential of new technological resources for community benefit.
Biblionet is a partnership between IREX, the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, the Ministry of Communications and Information Society, EOS Foundation (Educating for an Open Society), the National Association of Public Libraries and Librarians in Romania (ANBPR), Intuitext and Romanian public libraries. Microsoft Corporation is donating software worth approximately $ 15 million to libraries in Romania.
In the first round of selection, that took place in 2009, 12 county libraries and 235 local libraries were included in the Biblionet program; while in the second round, which started in March 2010, the number of libraries included in the program was increased with 25 more county libraries and 685 local libraries, adding up to a total of 37 county libraries and 922 local libraries included in the Biblionet program. During the third round, which started in March 2011, the four counties which had not yet applied have been added, taking the program to a nationwide scale. The third round brings in 565 more libraries.
To this date, in the first two rounds 4,438 computers were delivered, of which 3,987 desktop computers with Microsoft applications to the local libraries and 451 laptops to the county libraries, for their Training centers. The value of the donation for equipment and software is approximately 7,000,000 USD.
The standard package of a local library includes, beside computers with free Internet access, a black and white multifunctional printer, a scanner, a video projector, a screen, headphones with microphones and a wireless router. Every library included in the Biblionet program becomes a hotspot, allowing anyone to access the Internet and the World Wide Web.

The implementation of the third round of the program will end in February 2012, when 565 libraries will have been added, taking Biblionet to a total of almost 1,500 local libraries, having 6,460 computers and peripherals, and almost 2,175 newly trained librarians. 

In the first round of the program 375 librarians were trained in IT and modern library services and in Training of Trainers. In the second round 1,089 librarians have gone through these courses and 831 were trained in „New Library Services Basics”. Moreover, the Communication, Networking and Advocacy Workshops for the first round have brought together and trained 80 representatives of libraries, local public government, media, and nongovernmental organizations. This number will be doubled until the end of 2011 by workshops held for 12 counties from the second round.
Following a partnership between Biblionet and Intuitext, the leader on the Romanian modern educational products market, the company has made a donation of 4,500 educational packets to the libraries included in the program. This is the most significant contribution of a private company in Romania for the modernization of the public library system. Therefore, hundreds of thousands of children, especially from rural areas, will be able to prepare for school in good conditions, like their colleagues in the cities. Each packet contains 19 computer lessons for 5 school subjects, covering the entire school curriculum from first grade to high school. The packets are installed on two computers in each library.

Intuitext is the educational software company of Softwin Group and one of the most innovative international computer lessons producers. The electronic educational products developed by Intuitext are adapted to the learning requirements of the new student generation, converting abstract notions and theoretical information into attractive multimedia content.
Efforts and contributions from program partners aim to ensure the continuity of development and modernization approaches for Romanian public libraries after the Biblionet program funding ends. This way, town halls in partner local communities and county library directors undertake responsibilities related to the administration and operation of libraries with public Internet access and annually budget the costs of their operation.
Deborah Jacobs, Director, BMGF Global Libraries Initiative, shared some of her experience and thoughts on libraries and librarians: „This is the moment for public libraries; it’s a moment for libraries everywhere to reinvent themselves - as is happening in Romania - and to really become the heart of the community that we always have been.  Many of us in the library field have been librarians for 30 years – or, as I just discovered yesterday when I did my math, 36 years for me – we weren’t trained to do this kind of work; we didn’t even know about tele-fax machines when I first became a librarian. But we became librarians because we cared about people and the excitement and the power of what we can do now with the new information is great. In order for public libraries to be ground zero in a community, librarians should learn how to promote their services and be proud of their profession.”
For more details please contact IREX Foundation: 

Daniela Draghici, Advocacy Officer, 0734 220 073, ddraghici@irex.ro
Monica Grecu, PR Specialist, 0730 620 498, mgrecu@irex.ro
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